
 

Dear friends, 
 
After two school years in Darwin, we are thankful to God for many things. He has provided in many 
ways for us here in the Top End. We are thankful for our church family, for our Bible study groups, 
Daniel’s school and the many people God has placed in our lives.  
 
It was nice to take some time out during the build-up to Christmas and visit Victoria in October. We 
were encouraged by the BCA Field Staff Conference in Marysville, and got to spend some time with 
Topher’s family in Melbourne. We also had our first deputations to our link churches in Gippsland. It 
was nice to meet and stay with former BCA Field Staff David and Anne McDougnall in Traralgon, as 
well staying with the Hackett family while we visited Inverloch and Wonthaggi. Thank you very much 
for your hospitality! 
 

Family update 
Daniel has had a great Term 4 at school. His teacher has been greatly encouraged by his change and 
growth over the last few months. Daniel is growing confident in his writing. He has begun to write 
short stories out of his own initiative, showing his creative mind in them.  
 
Laura’s speaking has improved vastly during these months, both in her vocabulary as well as clarity. 
She keeps us busy and alert 24/7, making Chica work - especially on her patience, while being a little 
cutie who brings us lots of heart melting moments. 
 
Chica has been very encouraged to see how God has been at work preparing the hearts of women 
who are new to Bible Study at our local church. Praise God for the opportunities that God brings for 
her to show God’s love and our hope in Christ. 
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Topher continues to enjoy bird-watching in the Top End, in particular visiting the Casuarina Coastal 
Reserve, as it has beaches, dry woodland, grasslands and mangroves all within a stone’s throw. 
Some highlights have been the red-backed fairy wren, black butcherbird and rainbow pittas! 
 

Religious Education 
Christmas brought lots of opportunities to share of our Saviour in schools. A highlight for Topher this 
term was the program at Ludmilla Primary, due to the openness of the children to hearing and 
engaging with the gospel. Ludmilla Primary is a small school, with a nice community vibe. It is 
located next to Bagot, an Aboriginal community in Darwin, so about half of the children are 
Indigenous. Most of them have a strong Christian upbringing, and are part of Bagot Victory Church. 
After this term’s program finished, Topher met with the leaders of the church, Leslie and Josie. Both 
would like to be part of next year’s programs. 
 
A sad reality in Term 4 is that it was time to say goodbye to children in Year Six. Topher has taught 
some of these kids for two years now. It was sad to see them go on to middle school, knowing that 
there is no RE or lunchtime groups in any middle school in Darwin. There has been some interest 
from children to hold a lunchtime group in two middle schools next year, and Topher has been 
asked by two children in particular to meet with them at Sanderson Middle School. How this could 
take place is yet to be confirmed, but please pray that God will provide the way forward, including 
the right people to engage these young people with God’s word. 
 
Please join us in prayer: 

• Thank God for the work at Bagot Victory Church. Ask that Leslie and Josie will be a part 
of the team for the Easter program next year. 

• Thank God for the time Topher has had with children in Year Six. Pray that God will show 
the way forward for lunchtime groups to happen in middle schools around town. 

 

Growth and changes into 2019 
We praise God that there has been growth in the RE scene in a number of ways over the last two 
years. With regards to schools, we will go from eight in 2016 to 10 in 2019, as Howard Springs 
Primary in the rural area of Darwin has agreed to trial RE next year. With regard to volunteers, 
we have grown from 25 in 2017 to 38 in 2018, and so far, there are 42 for 2019. While we 
haven’t been able to start at a school in Palmerston yet, Topher recently met a new children’s 
worker in a Palmerston church who is keen to get into the local school. This growth is exciting 
and means Topher will need to adapt to lead groups in new ways.  
 
For prayer: 

• Praise God for growth in the RE scene. Ask that God will continue to provide the right 
people to connect with school communities. 

• Pray for the schools and churches in Palmerston. Ask that God would work through the 
new children’s worker in the Palmerston church. 

• Pray that Topher will be able to adapt to work best with the growing number of 
volunteers involved. 
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Scripture Union NT 
Topher has been working with Richard for the last two years at SU NT. It has been a great time of 
renewing and preparing SU for growth into the future. Richard finished as the Director in mid-
December, and will lead Darwin Presbyterian Church next year. The good news is that there is an 
incoming Director for SU NT. Mark ‘Ox’ Roberts has been appointed to lead SU NT, bringing his 
experience of directing camp Coolamatong in Victoria. 
 
For prayer: 
Thank God for the provision of a new Director for SU NT. Pray for Mark and his family as they 
transition to the Top End. Ask that Mark will continue to grow SU NT faithfully, so that many 
children and youth will hear the good news of Jesus. 
 

In the months ahead 
We’re heading to Chile for a holiday in late December and January. We are very thankful to God for 
making this possible. Please keep us in your prayers. Ask that we will find some much needed rest in 
between all the social commitments, and that the kids won’t struggle much with the language. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support through the year. Your prayers are very much appreciated and 
needed to sustain us. We hope you have a Merry Christmas and that 2019 will bring many 
opportunities to love and serve those around you. 
 
Lots of Love, 

Topher, Chica, Daniel & Laura 
 

 

 

Our ministry in the Top End is supported by Bush Church Aid 

Click here to make a donation. 
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